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Learning Beyond the Objective in 
Primary Education
LEARNING objectives and outcomes are prevalent in primary 
schools. Ruth Wills (lecturer and teacher) argues that this 
prescribed approach restricts children from finding meaning in 
the world. Written from an existentialist viewpoint, the author 
explores ways educators can help children to develop their 
spirituality, individuality and self-development in school. 

Using a German pedagogical idea termed Bildung’s 
repetition, she explains how children need to discover self-
awareness in a purposeful learning environment that goes beyond 
meeting academic targets and objectives. 

Packed with research and case studies, the author shows 
readers how to implement this philosophy and teaching style across the curriculum. A thought-
provoking read.  
Cindy Shanks 

Learning Beyond the Objective in Primary Education, by Ruth Wills. Routledge. £16.99.

Becoming a Teacher 
A ONE-stop shop for 
everything you need to know 
as a new teacher, this book is 
funny, engaging and packed 
with useful anecdotes. 

The author makes a 
clear distinction between 
teaching and educating 
through exploring a number 
of topics that are vital for new 
professionals to understand. 
It will equip you with an 
awareness of your legal 
responsibilities and encourage you to  
think carefully about the ethics and morality 

behind education. 
Crucially, Becoming a 

Teacher emphasises how vital 
it is for new teachers to keep a 
balance in their lives; as one of 
the book’s hilarious anecdotes 
about briefly losing a child 
on a trip shows us teachers 
are human too. Highly 
recommended. 
David Moulder 

Becoming a Teacher: The legal, 

ethical and moral implications of entering 

society’s most fundamental profession,  

by Alan Newland. Crown House. £20.

All Things Periods
COMPILED by charity 
Period Power, this book 
explores people’s 
experiences with 
menstruation and the 
still pressing issue of 
period poverty. Some of 
the stories and poems 
have been submitted in the hope that 
menstruation will become normalised. 
The charity has completed excellent 
work nationally and this book is highly 
recommended.
All Things Periods Compiled by Period Power. 

To request a copy email periodpower2017@

gmail.com

The Four Pillars of Parental 
Engagement

THE authors outline 
a new model for 
connecting and 
engaging with parents, 
to help pupils’ learning, 
attendance, behaviour 
and results. It also 

aims to create a positive, supportive 
workplace for the whole school team. 
The book explores research findings from 
various studies with insights gathered 
from some of the hardest-to-reach 
parents. Essential reading for anyone 
seeking to improve communication.
Aliss Langridge 

The Four Pillars of Parental Engagement: 

empowering schools to connect better with 

parents and pupils, by Justin Robbins and Karen 

Dempster. Independent Thinking Press. £16.99.
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PACKED with photocopiable resources, this exciting series 
(for years 1 to 6) helps pupils to improve both their reading 
and comprehension skills. 

Each book contains 24 diverse fiction and poetry texts 
that vary in length and 
vocabulary depending 
on the target year 
group. The first 
section in 
each book 
develops 
key retrieval 
skills such as 

labelling pictures (key stage 1 readers), summarising (key 
stage 2), as well as answering multiple-choice questions. 
The second half provides exam-style questions to equip 
children with the knowledge they will later require for 
tests. An excellent resource for primary educators. 
Cindy Shanks

Comprehension Ninja Fiction & Poetry series,  

by Andrew Jennings with Adam Bushnell. 

Bloomsbury Education. £24.99. 
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  Periods are natural. 

Periods are normal. 

So why is it such a taboo topic? 

Why is it so expensive to get products to help? 

 

All Things Periods covers people’s experiences with their 
periods and the still pressing issue of period poverty. 

From embarrassment, to fear, to pain, to embracement, this 
lovely little book covers all aspects of menstruation, with the 

hope that readers will feel less alone when going through 
their periods. 

 

Some of these stories and experiences have been submitted 
anonymously; not because of fear or embarrassment, but to 

normalise menstruation without putting a name to an  
experience. 

The Period Power Charity has done brilliant work nationally, 
and they hope this book will be another step to normalising 

periods and offering support to all. 

 

RRP £7.99 
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